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Article 53 (c) EPC

¥

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101
2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

‘Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claim(s) 1-5 and 9 does/do
not fall within at least one of the four categories of patent eligible subject matter because the
claimed limitations merely requires human observation (e.g., acquiring information regarding
open or closed state, air quality etc.). The Claims can be handled by human eyes seeing), ears

(hearing), hands (generating signals and prompting) and nose (smelling the air, gases etc.)

1 Claim 20 is considered to be a method for treatment of the human or animal
body by surgery or therapy and is therefore excluded from patentability under
Article 53 (c) EPC as it comprises the step of delivery of a drug to a patient.
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EOMREICES ZHEIE. TOREIIERERTY 9. Claims 1-3, 7-9, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being
. - X L ES ARG
T R R R anticipated by Kasatani (US Pub: 2001/0017712).

11. Claims 4-6 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being

unpatentable over Kasatani (US Pub: 2001/0017712) and in further view of Yabe

HoEMPG, 15

(US Pub: 2012/0274982).
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EP14794475.5

a notification part that notifies of the data identification information via a network
(figures 4 to 6 and paragraphs [0040]-[0047]) ; and

a transmission part that transmits, via a network, the output data associated with the
user identification information received via a network (paragraphs [0042],[0043]).

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 54(1) and (2) EPC).

4. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC
because the subject-matter of claims 2, 4-6 and 8-12 does not involve an inventive
step within the meaning of Article 56 EPC.
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Novelty and inventive step - Art. 52(1), 54 and 56 EPC

In order to allow an informed response however, it is to be noted that the
subject-matter of the application as whole does not seem to involve an
inventive concept for the following reasons:

The technical means found in the application description, i.e. general purpose
data processing system comprising servers, communication networks and
interfaces, mobile terminals, position detection as well as agricultural
equipment and means for controlling and monitoring the equipment were well
known at the date of priority of application (04-09-2013). See for example,
document D1 column 2, line 5 - column 9, line 56. Implementing the non-
technical aspects of planning and controlling agricultural operations in a such
technical system would be obvious to the person skilled in the art, since the
implementation would follow in a straightforward manner from the definition of
these non-technical aspects. Furthermore, implementations of similar non-
technical management methods are well known in the state of the art as can
be exemplified by document D2, see in particular paragraphs [0002], [0010].

¢ 27
A A

EP15711948

A claim comprising a mix of both technical and non-technical features
requires an examination of the technical character of the claim in corder to
determine those features that are relevant for assessment of inventive step.

Non-technical features may be considered as features that do not contribute
to the technical character of a claim. Such non-technical features satisfy the
following two requirements:

[) A feature or group of features that, considered independently from the
group of remaining features of the claim, define subject-matter excluded from
examination under Article 52(2) & (3) EPC

PRIN T, AT R BEEZI TNV EIEInon-technical feature& U THIKT
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ERsHS % — i ARIBIZEATVA DI, FREICHRSEAZMAREIEET
5 = & _3_ TR, oy L 2.1 Claim 1 is not clear because is not clear which entity performs the steps
£, CHRORALAETLL, "storing™ and "hosting"”. A suggestion to overcome this objection would be
to indicate that the method is performed by "a common service entity
(CSE)".
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201 Enfis -J>YE1— “the potential need for interaction by potentially &»h

6/0 hx AFfiDER  unsophisticated users to implemented updated

7/2 B setting on a device” "direct to a specific

5 implementation of a solution to a problem (i.e. the
generation of setting file automatically applies the
setting information on a second device without the
interaction by a user of the second device, which
solves a burden for a non-technically savvy user)
[Spec., p.1, |. 14-24]"

201 Enfis -BTEUE®D “---similar to Enfish, which focuses on a specific )
7/0 h BégECNE  improvement in how computers could carry out one

5/0 of their basic functions of storage and retrival of

8 data. The claims here are directed to a specifc

improvement in the function of an article storing

device(e.qg. refrigerator.)”
U X% Enfish v. Microsoft (Fed. Cir. 2016) +V
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