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Summary Report of the 4th Trilateral IP Systems User’s Conference 
 
 

On April 11, 2005, the 4th Trilateral IP Systems User’s Conference was held at the UNICE 
Headquarters in Brussels in order to discuss patent issues shared by applicants and patentees in Japan, 
the Untied States, and Europe. This platform conference consists of the Japan Intellectual Property 
Association (JIPA), the Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO), the American Intellectual 
Property Law Association (AIPLA), and the Union of Industrial and Employers’ Confederation of 
Europe (UNICE). 

Eight members including Mr. Yasuo Sakuta (President in FY2004) participated in the meeting 
from JIPA (including three participants as observers). After the meeting, three of them visited the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the European Patent Office (EPO) as our 
delegation, and exchanged opinions and information at these organizations. 

 
The primary purpose of this conference is to make recommendations to the Trilateral Offices 

(JPO, EPO, and USPTO) from the perspective of reducing patent costs, promoting legal certainty, and 
reducing pendency, and request them to implement recommended measures that are more feasible. 

 
At this meeting, constructive discussion was held so as to make feasible recommendations 

regarding harmonization of patent laws, and in particular, common patent application forms (based on 
PCT application forms that can be electronically filed) and trilateral patent search. 

 
As a result of discussion so far, a series of joint resolutions were adopted at this meeting. For the 

following three resolutions, please read the next page and after. 
-  Opposition to the raising of application fees under the WIPO/PCT 
-  Resolution on Substantive Patent Law Harmonization Treaty 
-  Support for the efforts of the trilateral offices 

 
The next meeting would be held at JIPA’s office on February 23, 2006. 
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