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112(f) Element in Claim for a Combina-
tion.—

An element in a claim for a combination
may be expressed as a means or step for
performing a specified function without
the recital of structure, material, or acts
in support thereof, and such claim shall
be construed to cover the corresponding
structure, material, or acts described in

the specification and equivalents thereof.
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112 (b) CONCLUSION : The specification
shall conclude with one or more claims
particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the
inventor or a joint inventor regards as

the invention.
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MPEP2181 II. A DESCRIPTION ECES-
SARY TO SUPPORT A CLAIM LIMI-
TATION WHICH INVOKES 35 US.C. 11

... the corresponding structure (or
material or acts) of a means- (or step-)
plus-function limitation must be disclosed
in the specification itself in a way that one
skilled in the art will understand what
structure (or material or acts) will per-
form the recited function. The disclosure
of the structure (or material or acts) may
be implicit or inherent in the specification
if it would have been clear to those skilled
in the art what structure (or material or
acts) corresponds to the means- (or

step-) plus-function claim limitation.
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MPEP2181 II. A

Enablement of a device requires only the
disclosure of sufficient information so that
a person of ordinary skill in the art could
make and use the device. A section 112 (f)
disclosure, however, serves the very dif-
ferent purpose of limiting the scope of the
claim to the particular structure disclosed,
together with equivalents. ‘- For exam-
ple, ---the court embraced the proposition
that ‘consideration of the understanding
of one skilled in the art in no way relieves
the patentee of adequately disclosing suf-

ficient structure in the specification.
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MPEP2181 II. B : ..merely referencing a
specialized computer (e.g, a “bank com-
puter’ ), some undefined component of a
computer system (e.g., “access control
manager ), ‘logic,” “code,” or elements
that are essentially a black box designed
to perform the recited function, will not
be sufficient because there must be some
explanation of how the computer or the
computer component performs the

claimed function
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