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Questions to the Customs House in Yangon
Japan Intellectual Property Association

Many Japanese companies are seriously considering entering the growing Myanmar
market and also making local investments. However, as shown in [Example 1],
counterfeit goods are imported from foreign neighboring countries and marketed so
widely that the local companies selling genuine goods are suffering a significant loss in
their sales. Dissatisfied with this current situation, Japanese companies are hoping to see
the implementation of stronger measures to ban the import of counterfeit goods. We
would like to have discussions with your organization to find out what types of
cooperation and support from Japanese companies would be useful to solve this
problem.

1. Overview

(1) Please provide us with information concerning your organization such as the
organizational structure, the scope of authority and duties, the geographic coverage and
size (the number of staff members) of each branch office, and the policy and measures
against counterfeiting, etc.

(2) Please tell us what measures you have taken to strengthen the customs control?
Which of those measures is particularly important from your viewpoint?

2. Seizure

(3) Please tell us which imported goods you have seized as counterfeit goods and what
led you to decide to conduct the seizure.

(4) Have you conducted an authenticity assessment on suspected goods at customs?

(5) If any right holder wants some goods to be seized at customs, could the right holder
provide you with authenticity assessment tips or any other cooperation? If you want to
receive any particular materials, descriptions, etc., please let us know.

(6) We heard that you would conduct a seizure only if the trademark right is infringed.
However, as shown in [Example 2], counterfeit goods that copy the external appearance
of a genuine product such as a motorcycle have often been detected. Do you plan to
include infringement of any other intellectual property rights such as design rights and
copyrights in the targets of seizure?

(7) Please tell us how the newly established law will affect the scope of seizure targets,
the procedure for seizure, etc.

(8) We learned that many counterfeit goods are imported by land from other countries
including China and Thailand. In particular, research on motorcycles has revealed that
almost all of the counterfeit motorcycles from China are imported by land. Is it possible
to seize those counterfeit goods at customs close to the border or at customs in a land
transportation hub? Please tell us what types of cooperation and support the right
holders should offer to assist such seizure.

3. Registration of IP rights

(9) We heard that there is a system that allows registration of IP rights at customs. If
customs detect any goods that is suspected of infringing any IP right registered at
customs, is it possible for your organization to notify the registered right holder?

(10) We heard that registration of an IP right at customs would require the submission of
the original agreement concluded between the right holder and its local agent. However,



due to such requirement, some companies hesitate to register their IP rights because
they are afraid of leakage of secrets. Do you plan to change the document requirement
for the registration procedure or to simplify the procedure?

4. Others

(11) If companies offer to hold counterfeit detection seminars, etc., would you accept
such offers? If such seminars are to be held, do you have any particular requests such as
the information that should be provided in the seminars or the presentation contents , etc.
that should be used to give effective seminars?

(12) We heard that your organization decided to introduce a system modeled on the
Japanese customs system and has been developing a new system with the aim of
successful commencement of its operation in the future. Please tell us whether the new
system will strengthen counterfeit control or make it easier to control land cargo
transportation.

(13) In conjunction with the introduction of a Japanese-style customs system, do you
plan to cooperate and collaborate with the Japanese customs to make modifications to
your daily operation such as introduction of the counterfeit control practices adopted by
Japanese customs?



[Example 1] Example of the counterfeit badminton rackets distributed in the Myanmar
market

[Example 2] Example of a counterfeit motorcycle copying the appearance of the
genuine product in Myanmar
genuine product




